committed on the basis of a person’s sexual orientation. Indeed, one advisory committee
to the Commission found that, “hate crimes motivated by sexual orientation bias are the
hate crimes most tolerated by the society.” In the past, the Commission has spoken
with one voice against all manner of hate crimes.

Regrettably, the majority of the Commission voted on May 15, 2009 to oppose S. 909.
They did so without examination by the Commission of the bill or the underlying
problems associated with hate crimes. Therefor#, we urge you and other Senators to
consider the Commission majority’s opposition|in context. Their opposition does not
reflect a studied position backed by agency research, but rather reflects an extreme
viewpoint that is against federal action to enforce civil rights laws, a viewpoint that has
historically been rejected by bipartisan majorities of the Congress.

The Commission majority’s opposition to S. 909 does not reflect a studied position
of the agency. The Commission’s national office staff has done no fact-finding into the
extent or damage of hate crimes in recent years. Nor, to our knowledge, has the agency’s
national office staff done any analysis of S. 909 or reviewed the many forms of state hate
crime legislation that have spread throughout the country in recent years. The past work

! Ohio Advisory Committee to the United States Commission on Civil Rights, Hate Crime in Ohio, January
1995, pg. 47.
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